INTERNAL ASSESSMENTS FOR PSYCHOLOGY

Students must replicate a portion of a study that has been done in the past by a psychologist. (It helps to have a well-known study.) (Italics indicate the point value for the class.)

Psychology Internal Assessment guidelines:

Criteria A: Introduction (2 marks)

_____(2 points) The aim of the study is described (Use psychology words to describe the aims –‘memory’, cognition, etc…)

_____(2 points) The study replicated is clearly identified and explained. (List the authors of the original study, and identify the findings of the study.) (Use the APA format and describe their conclusions.)
_____(2 points) The significance of the study to be replicated is explained. (Show how the study you are duplicating affected the psychology field.)

Criterion B: Design (2 marks)

_____(2 points) The Independent Variable and the Dependant Variable are accurately identified. (Remember, the ‘If’ of an “If-Then” statement is the independent variable.)
_____(2 points) The design is appropriate and justified. (Discuss methods of design (laboratory, Field, Natural/Quasi, and explain how your design is appropriate… add weaknesses and strengths of your approach also.)
_____(2 points) Ethical guidelines are followed. (Explain how the experiment was designed to be as free of anxiety as possible… show how you attempted to make the participants feel comfortable –used consent forms, anonymity, studies free of conformity.)
_____(2 points) Operational definitions are provided as necessary. (Use psychological terms!)

_____(2 points) Indicate the level of measurement to be used. (nominal, ordinal, interval, ratio)
Criterion C: Participants (2 marks)

_____(2 points) The characteristics of the target population are identified (number, age, gender, ESL?)

_____(2 points) The sample is selected using an appropriate method. (Discuss the types of sampling (Random, stratified, opportunity, self-selecting), and describe how your method is appropriate for the study you chose to replicate.) See the handout for details of sampling methods…

_____(2 points) If necessary, explain how they were allocated into groups.

_____(2 points) The method is justified. (You need to show how you tried to control as many external variables as you could – and explain the variables you controlled. You also need to explicitly state that you attempted to stay away experiments of conformity.)
Criterion D: Procedure (2 marks)

_____(2 points) Include materials that were used to carry out the experiment (Have a references appendix where you cite the video-clips you use and other sources used for your experiment, but also include the other materials you used like a copy of the consent form.)

_____(2 points) Standardized directions should appear in an appendix. (Include your script.)

_____(2 points) The procedure is relevant and clearly described.

_____(2 points) It is easily replicable.

_____(2 points) Debriefing procedure is mentioned. (Include the closing statements you used.)
Criterion E: Results (4 marks)

_____(2 points) Results are clearly stated and accurate. (Table of data with all of the units listed and range of precision)

_____(2 points) Raw data is presented in an appendix.

_____(2 points) Descriptive statistics are applied. (Why did you use Mode/Median/Mean?) How were the statistics you used helpful?

_____(2 points) Graphs are accurate and clearly presented (labeled)

_____(2 points) Graphs have a descriptive title, and units on the axes.

_____(2 points) Text makes direct reference to the graphs as presented. (Explain the graphs in words.)
Criterion F: Discussion (6 marks)

_____(2 points) Evaluate the results and compare them with regard to the original study.

_____(2 points) No new studies are introduced.

_____(2 points) The strengths and limitations of the study are clearly identified.

_____(2 points) The conclusion is appropriate and well balanced.

_____(2 points) Modifications and/or improvements are suggested for further research.

Criterion G: Presentation (2 marks)

_____The report is in the correct format.

_____Spelling and grammar is checked. 

_____The report is between 1000 and 1500 words.

_____References are provided using standardized method.

_____All references listed in the bibliography are cited in the paper. 

You must add the following:

1. (1 points) An abstract (see below)

2.  (1 points) A cover page (which includes your word count)

3.  (1 points) Page numbers

4. (1 points) A Table of Contents

The abstract:

A summary of the entire investigation.  About 150 words.  It should begin with a one-sentence summary of your paper and then include:

· Aim of the research

· The Research Hypothesis

· Type of design

· Variables studied

· Participants

· Results with reference to statistical analysis

· Conclusions

· Mention implications of findings.

Hi Judy,

   I just saw my IA scores today and they were pretty good, so I will pass on some tips. If you go on the IB wesite and look at the post from other teacher should find a link to cranepsych, a web site about IB psych by John Crane. On that site you can find a lot of useful resouces. The one I fould most useful was a check off list. I had my students follow that guide very closely. Other than that I had them use the rubric as they mapped out they're research and gave them a lot of time in class. I hope this helps. Chris Head

I have a few critical rules for my own sanity, and I think that it helps me..

1. Only do cognitive studies.  These can be easily replicated, and tend to be ethical.

2. They turn in the intro before they do the study with the 'What is this study about?' and 'Why is it significant?' and 'What are your dependant and independant variables?'  I have some version of this conversation with my weaker students: "If you don't know what you are doing, and why, then you won't do anything useful..."

3. They turn in the data and graphs and statistics separately before they write up the whole thing. I have a statement in front of my room that reads "Your graphs and data should be able to stand alone. Graphs need descriptive titles, axes and units." In smaller words: "If someone just took out your graph, they should be able to know exactly what you did, and what your experiment was about."
